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Bhagavad-gita As It Is
   We had a wonderful period of 
festivals. The last four months kept 
us busy celebrating Jhulan Yatra, 
Janmashtami and other festivals. It 
is time now to enter a period of 
introspection as the season gets 
cool. As the hibernating bears enter 
the depths of caves to curl up and 
sleep, we humans must enter the 
depths of our mind and work on 
cleaning it up. 
   The person who is alert to things 
that happen in his individual life as 
well as in the lives around him, will 
naturally be confused with basic 
questions such as:

2 Who am I?
2 Why am I rendered helpless 
very often?
2 Why on Earth is my happiness 
interrupted time and again with 
some miserable occurrence?
2 Who is scripting the events of 
my life?
2 Why do ca lami t ies  occur 
causing large scale distress?
2 Why is God so cruel as to permit 
disasters to strike?

   These questions show our 
confusion, and, an eagerness to 
find the answers will lead us to the 
wisdom found in the world’s most 
profound compact book - the 
Bhagavad Gita As It Is.

It’s time to read and give out!!

It’s the Gita Marathon time!!!

“I am not Interested”
   In Denver, Colorado, Vijaya dasa 
prabhu was distr ibut ing Sri la 
Prabhupada’s books at a tourist 
area. He approached a man offering 
him the Bhagavad Gita.
   The man said, "No, not interested."
  Vijaya das asked him, "Do you 
know what it is?"
   “No."
  "Then how do you know you're not 
interested?"
   "Good point, alright show it to me."
  Vijaya das then showed him the 
pictures and explained a little. The 
man then said, "This is actually very 
interesting and I'd like to give you a 
donation.”
   He gave a nice donation and went 
on his way with Krishna, who is the
most interesting.

   
Guru Prasad devi was distributing 
books at Dallas airport without much 
success, but she was still happily 
approaching people.
   A lady sitting nearby was watching 
and finally walked up to her and 
asked what she was doing. This lady 
was shown the books, and she was 
surprised that people were not 
interested, because they appeared 
to be nice books.
   She said, “I'll take one.” She told 
her husband to give a donation. He 
gave two hundred dollars.
   Guru Prasad was very surprised 
and asked the couple, "Can I give 
you more books?"

“Why aren’t the people
 interested?”

   They said, "OK, 
give us what you 
have."
   She then gave 
them a stack of 
books. And the 
man  gave  he r 
even more laxmi, 

adding up to $500.
   Guru Prasad usually signs the 
books and also writes the name of 
the person receiving the books.
   She asked the name of the 
person and she responded, 
"Lucille Ball." The devotee wrote 
the name, like she would any 
name.
   Then Lucille asked, "Do you 
know who I am?
   "No, should I?”
   "You never saw my TV show: “I 
Love Lucy”?
   "No, I'm from Guayana."
   "OK, that explains it."
   Then she and her husband went 
o n  t h e i r  h a p p y  w a y  w i t h 
Prabhupada's books. She was 
one of the most famous actresses 
and comediennes on American 
TV, and the first female to run a 
major Hollywood studio. This 
incident happened many years 
ago.
 
  Lucille Ball passed on in 1989, 
but not without giving a huge 
donat ion and get t ing  Sr i la 
Prabhupada's books. That made 
a big difference for her next life.

*    *    *
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VANDANAM
May Sri Sri Radha Krishna bless the devotees below who 

have contributed generously to Their sevas 

Life Patrons
Sarala Mani
Veda Siddharth
Ganesan Chandran
Ravi Mruthunjaya
Prakash S K
Muralidharan 
      Samavedam
Vrajeswari Devi
Shiv Prakash Bansal
Jatin Bansal
Nagarajan
Bhaskar Vundurthy

* To facilitate association with the deities and 
devotees, patrons can avail 3 days accommodation at 
nominal service charge in a year according to 
availability in ISKCON Centers
* Invaluable spiritual books including the 12 canto 
Srimad Bhagavatham set is given as gift
* 80-G income tax exemption available.

What happened backstage before the Advent of the Bhagavad-gita

   The world famous scripture Bhagavad-gita was 
spoken on the battlefield of Kurukshetra 5000 years 
ago. We celebrate the day this great dialogue 
between Lord Krishna and Arjuna was spoken this 
year on the 30th November, Thursday. 
   The context in which the Bhagavad-gita was 
spoken to Arjuna is what makes it relevant to this 
day:perplexity of duty, dilemma in choosing duty 
over like and dislike, a strong urge to just escape the 
situation, a disability to gather sufficient reasons to 
perform one’s obligations with enthusiasm..... aren’t 
people going through this time and again? 
   Arjuna did not want to fight the war. He wanted to 
escape to the forest and meditate. He could not 
figure out how a war could do good to society. Was 
he being selfish in fighting the war or in not fighting 
the war?  
   Confused with all these thoughts, he just dropped 
his weapons, his body trembling. As his throat dried 
up, he spoke to Krishna, choking on his words, 
“Krishna I will not fight”.
   Parents very often see children buckling just 
before the show. “I will not dance, I will not go on the 
stage”, children sometimes say out of fear. Being 
children, they can mostly be cajoled into doing their 

performance with the promise of gifts. But here was a full 
grown adult, Arjuna, the greatest archer of the world, 
buckling down, refusing to fight right after coming into 
the battlefield!
   In the Gita we read how Krishna tried to cajole Arjuna 
into fighting with friendly words by telling him not to be a 
coward but rise and show his might. But Arjuna would 
not be pacified. His questions went deeper than what 
comrades and opponents thought of him. 
   When we are faced with a problem, we try out all the 
solutions we know. Take a bodily discomfort for instance. 
We try out home medicines and over the counter 
medicines and when none of those work, we turn to the 
doctor. Likewise Arjuna was not going to be satisfied 
with the normal arguments of the world. He was looking 
for a deeper purpose to perform his duty. 
   That’s when the Bhagavad-gita unfolded. And at the 
end, Arjuna rose to fight a battle that records the fame of 
his valour even after thousands of years. 
   For those people who are looking beyond the 
mundane, for those people who have noticed that there 
is a repetitive pattern in our life - hankering, fear and 
misery - the Bhagavad-gita throws open the curtain of 
the unknown and reveals to us an avenue of purpose for 
our thoughts and action, making the whole journey of life 
meaningful and joyful.  

Vaishnav Calendar

14 Nov Tu   Fasting for Utpanna Ekadasi 
15 Nov We  Break fast 06:07 - 09:58 
24 Nov Fr   Odana sasthi
30 Nov Th  Fasting for Moksada Ekadasi
                   Advent of Srimad Bhagavad-gita
 1 Dec Fr  Break fast 06:15 - 07:14 
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Bhagavad-gita Marathon
   There are charity marathons to help the needy people. What ISKCON conducts every year, is the Gita 
marathon to give to people this most interesting literature of all times.
   The Bhagavad-gita is a priceless gift to those who are faced with financial crisis, those who are in any 
kind of misery, those who are just curious and those who are well aware that the Bhagavad-gita is a 
storehouse of timeless knowledge. 
   How do we know who is just waiting for the Gita? We can hardly know because what goes on in the 
mind of each person is hidden from us. Therefore, we just need to hand out the Gita to each and 
everyone. And what better time to reach out the Gita to each and every one than the month when the 
Bhagavad-gita was spoken?

How can you participate in the marathon?

FJoin us as a volunteer in distributing the 
Bhagavad-gita to people

FGet several copies of Bhagavad-gita As It Is 
from us and gift them to friends, relatives, 
company staff or  to libraries, old age homes and 
hospitals 

FMake a donation for copies of Bhagavad-gita 
As It Is to be distributed free or at subsidised 
rates. 

FGive us permission to set up a table at your 
office or factory or performance hall where we can 
show the Bhagavad-gita and other books to people 
and give them the option of getting a copy.

FBook our seven session-two hour seminar 
“Discover Your Self” which unfolds the basic 
teachings of the Gita for a group of at least 
twenty people. 

FLet us know of events and avenues where we 
can reach the Bhagavad-gita As It Is to several 
people. 

Contact Bhakta Anil Kumar (Sankirtan department)
on 8939494087

Bhagavad-gita Homam

   A homam (havana) will be 
held on Sunday, 3rd December, 
2017 at the temple from 10am-
12 noon. The copies of the 
Bhagavad-gita As It is that you 
wish to distribute to people can 
be placed at the homam and 

taken as the prasadam. Therefore, please book your 
copies beforehand. 
   108 important slokas of the Bhagavad-gita will be 
chanted as oblations of ghee are offered into the fire. 
Please participate in the homam and get copies of the 
Bhagavad-gita. 
   Contact Mrs.Mohana at 044-24456199, 044-
24413466 to book your copies of the Bhagavad-gita at 
the homam.  

Join us in the Gita Marathon. 
Help us reach out the Bhagavad-gita As It Is 

to 15,000 people this year. 
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ISKCON Hall Available for Functions
You will be happy to know that we have a hall in the 
temple premises, used for our  preaching 
programmes, seminars and cultural activities. Subject 
to availability,  devotees and  life patrons can use the 
hall for functions. Mini hall also available.
 Please contact:  Sri Tirumal Rao - 9282138879.

In more than 75 areas in Chennai, ISKCON has 
Bhakti-sang programs. This is a program for you and 
your family to learn and practise the principles of the 
Bhagavad-gita in the association of like minded 
people. To know the locations nearest your home, 
please contact 9840027800/9380666794.

Bhakti-sang in your neighbourhood

Shuddha-Sattva is designed with great detail to 
ambiance and food that is full of Krishna's love. At 
Sudha-Sattva, you can also host Birthday parties, 
Team lunches, Upanaynam functions, Anniversary 
celebration etc.
To make your booking, call Mr.Murali - 9445954740.

Shuddha-Sattva - 
the Higher Taste of Sri Krishna Prasadam

www.iskconchennai.org
Connect with Krishna 

All that you need to know about the ISKCON Chennai temple, its services and facilities

ISKCON Chennai website wears a new look

Hare Krishna Hare Krishna
Krishna Krishna Hare Hare

Hare Rama Hare Rama
Rama Rama Hare Hare
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